
Make A Family Travel Binder
MATERIALS:

1. Avery Economy View Binder with 0.5 Inch Round Ring
2. Paper & Cardstock
3. Online Research & A Sense of Adventure!

THE OUTSIDE:
• Front Cover Pocket

Include information hotels will always ask you, including your 
name, address, phone number, e-mail, and your car information, 
which includes make, model and licence plate number.  Put 
photos of you and your car on the front to spiff it up!

• Spine Pocket
Put in a great title like “Family Travel Plans”

• Back Cover Pocket
A good catchall place for maps and brouchures to help you �nd 
your way to your destination

THE INSIDE:
Inside Pockets

Stash your hotel bills and receipts in the front pocket to keep 
track of your expenses on the road.  Keep spare paper and a 
pen in the back in case you need to write a note for someone.

Section 1: Big Travel Plans
Use your computer to print out your full travel plans for your 
current trip (see illustration below).

Section 2
If you made arrangements through a travel agency, ask them to 
e-mail you the reservations, or get a hard copy; include it so you 
have proof of your reservations during your current trip.

Section 3: A Bucket List
Keep your bucket list of nearby museums, parks, and attraction 
addresses that you might want to visit, so if you have a good 
free day there’s no excuse not to go.  

Back Section
Keep a listing of any health issues or medicines you may have in 
the back, for quick reference.  If you are travelling with a pet, 
keep copies of their rabies certi�cate and any important health 
records here. 

Travel Name                  Page #
Cost per gallon:__ Spent:__Gallons___ Mileage:_____
Refueled at:

GPS       Destination          Miles   Hours
              Day 1
Start         0              0
              Attraction #1      120        2.5
              Attraction #2 (Etc)
 End     Hotel you made reservations at     234        5 
234
              Alternate hotel

TRAVEL PLAN PAGE:
   Open a new document in a Word Processor program, and set it up 
like this.  The yellow highlighted section in the example is your header 
area, and should be printed on the top of every page.  For long trips, 
you will want to have one page per day.  For such trips, I like to keep 
track of fuel cost and consumption.
   Insert a table with three columns and ten rows to start with; at the 
top, put in the headings “GPS”, “Destination”, “Miles”, and “Hours”.  
This gives you a way to organize your itinerary, and �gure out the time, 
and distance you need to drive. The “GPS” column is for general town 
and state entries in your GPS, the “Destination” column is for speci�c 
addresses and details. Add rows to the table as you add to your trip.
   Using an online map application, such as the AAA TripTik map, have it 
plot a destination from Point A to Point B; you will get the overall 
distance and time to get there.  Once you have the route, zoom in and 
follow it carefully; there are often good sites you never knew existed 
between stops.  For instance, a drive between Brookings, SD and the 
Badlands passes near Laura Ingalls Wilder’s homestead in DeSmet. Try 
to be reasonable on the times planned.  Be sure to reserve a hotel 
ahead of time so you won’t be left in a lurch when you arrive.  

Additional Tips:
- Use cardboard or colored sheets to divide up your 
sections to locate them more easily.
- If you have a lot of hotel, restaurant or store mem-
bership cards, get a trading card pocket sheet to 
store them  in this binder. 

It never hurts to include a map with your 
plans; you can print it out as you plot your trip 
ahead of time on your PC, or take a screen 
shot and insert it on your travel plan page.

We like to travel; the trouble is, making plans ahead of 
time, and keeping everything together.  This little binder 
project is easy enough to keep everything together on a 
trip, or handy for day trips.  In a pinch, it wedges in 
neatly between the passenger seat and the center console 
on most cars, making it easy to pull out, and enter the 
next destination into your car’s navigation system, not 
to mention a way to keep notes, maps, and other 
materials handy and organized.
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